
85th LEGISLATURE-REGULAR SESSION

NONLAWYER REPRESENTATION IN AN APPEAL OF AN
EVICTION SUIT

CHAPTER 904
H.B. No. 3879

AN ACT
relating to nonlawyer representation in an appeal of an eviction suit.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1. Section 24.011, Property Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 24.011. NONLAWYER REPRESENTATION. (a) In eviction suits in justice court
for nonpayment of rent or holding over beyond a rental term, the parties may represent
themselves or be represented by their authorized agents, who need not be attorneys. In
any eviction suit in justice court, an authorized agent requesting or obtaining a default
judgment need not be an attorney.

(b) In an appeal of an eviction suit for nonpayment of rent in a county or district court,
an owner of a multifamily residential property may be represented by the owner's autho-
rized agent, who need not be an attorney, or, if the owner is a corporation or other entity,
by an employee, owner, officer, or partner of the entity, who need not be an attorney.

SECTION 2. The change in law made by this Act applies only to an appeal taken on
or after the effective date of this Act.

SECTION 3. This Act takes effect September 1, 2017.
Passed by the House on May 4, 2017: Yeas 143, Nays 0, 2 present, not voting; that the

House refused to concur in Senate amendments to H.B. No. 3879 on May 25,
2017, and requested the appointment of a conference committee to consider the
differences between the two houses; the House adopted the conference committee
report on H.B. No. 3879 on May 28, 2017: Yeas 144, Nays 0, 4 present, not voting;
passed by the Senate, with amendments, on May 23, 2017: Yeas 30, Nays 1; at the
request of the House, the Senate appointed a conference committee to consider
the differences between the two houses; the Senate adopted the conference com-
mittee report on H.B. No: 3879 on May 28, 2017: Yeas 28, Nays 2.

Approved June 15, 2017.
Effective September 1, 2017.

CERTAIN POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS BY JUDICIAL
CANDIDATES AND OFFICEHOLDERS AND CERTAIN

POLITICAL COMMITTEES
CHAPTER 905
H.B. No. 3903

AN ACT
relating to certain political contributions by judicial candidates and officeholders
and certain political committees.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:
SECTION 1. Section 253.1611, Election Code, is amended by amending Subsection

(e) and adding Subsection (e-1) to read as follows:
(e) This section does not apply to a political contribution made to the principal politi-

cal committee of the state executive committee or a county executive committee of a po-
litical party that provides [i

[(!) is .. d... ret-.-urn fo.r] goods or services, including political advertising or a cam-
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